
 

Information For Group Leaders 

Plant Identification Cards 

The students have previously completed plant identification cards that will be slipped into 

the plastic sheets. As they walk along the trail to the view site, they are to look out for their 

plant. When they find their plant (they may need some help), they are to place their stake 

and clip their identification card to it. The cards will be left for the weekend or collected at 

the end of the day by the coordinator. 
 
Reflection 

At the end of the day, there are 10 minutes allotted for reflection. Groups stay at their 

final station. Leader recalls the day with students, reads an inspirational quote, and 

then students find their own place to sit for their self reflection. 

Students are encouraged to express their feelings in writing or drawing. 
 
Quote:  You must be the change you wish to see in the world. Mahatma Gandhi 
 
Group Names 

Black‐tailed deer/Chevreuil: This is our native SSI deer. It likes to browse on 

herbaceous plants, blackberry, huckleberry, salal, and thimbleberry and in winter on 

twigs of Douglas fir, cedar, and willow. It prefers to be solitary for most of the year. The 

newborn fawns weigh about 8 lbs (3.6 kg). 
 
Mason bee/Abeille:  This is our local bee, also called orchard bee. It is black with 

clear/brownish wings and long black hair on its thorax and sides of head. The mason 

bee is a very important pollinator. The female constructs small nest cells of clay, 

individually or in clusters that are attached to twigs, stones or built into cavities of 

wood. They convert clay into cement like material. Some build inside empty snail shells, 

and others line each nest with a snip of flower petal. 
 
Alligator lizard/Lézard:  This is a local lizard that prefers cooler temperatures. It 

remains active throughout the day feeding on insects, millipedes, spiders and snails. It 

lives under rotten logs, rocks or loose bark in cool moist woodlands. 
 
Turkey Vulture/Vautour:  A carrion eating bird that soars on thermal updrafts of warm 

air. They are one bird that has a well developed sense of smell. They nest in a cave, 

crevice, on a log or among boulders. They have a featherless head to stay clean while 

feeding on carcasses. When threatened they will play dead or throw up. The odour of 

its vomit repulses attackers, much like the odour of a skunk’s spray. A common food 

for them on Salt Spring Island is dead black‐tailed deer. 

Info for Group Leaders Grades 6 & 7 – Garry Oak Ecosystem Stewardship 5-9 


	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	DEDICATION

	ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

	PURPOSE

	OVERVIEW

	PROGRAM OBJECTIVE
	PROGRAM PHILOSOPHY
	WHAT IS STEWARDSHIP?

	PROGRAM DIMENSIONS

	THE STEWARDS IN TRAINING PROGRAM
	In a Nutshell

	Field Journals

	Volunteers

	OVERVIEW OF FIELD PROGRAMS

	Program A

	Program B

	Alternate, Past Program

	COORDINATOR’S CORNER

	Coordinator’s Calendar of Tasks

	Recruiting Volunteers 

	Organizing Volunteers

	Training Day

	Field Day with Volunteers

	Volunteer Appreciation

	Methods for Recruiting New Volunteers

	Criminal Record Checks

	Coordinator’s Daily Checklist for Field Days

	FIELD PROGRAMS
	GRADES 2 & 3 – CULTURAL AND NATURAL STEWARDSHIP
	Coordinator Notes

	Recommended Resource People

	Relevant Resources

	Pre-Trip Preparation
	In the Field

	Post-trip

	Overview for Teachers

	Daily Schedule (Salt Spring Elementary)

	Daily Schedule (Fernwood & Phoenix Elementary)

	Daily Schedule (Fulford Elementary)

	Information for Group Leaders

	Station Sheets

	FOREST SENSORY SEARCH

	CLUES TO BURGOYNE BAY’S PAST

	NATURE IDENTIFICATION

	NATURE JOURNALS

	Journal Page

	Post Trip Activity

	GRADES 2 & 3 – WETLANDS STEWARDSHIP
	Coordinator Notes

	Recommended Resource People

	Pre-trip Preparation

	Including Grade 1 Students

	In the Field

	Post-trip

	Overview for Teachers

	Daily Schedule

	Information for Group Leaders

	Station Sheets

	NATURE JOURNALING

	FIRST NATIONS PLANT TECHNOLOGY

	POND INVERTEBRATES

	SILENT WALK 

	Journal Page

	Post Trip Activity

	Additional Information

	GRADES 4 & 5 – HISTORY & FOREST STEWARDSHIP
	Coordinator Notes

	Recommended Resource People

	Relevant Resources

	Pre-Trip Preparation

	In the Field

	Post-trip

	Overview for Teachers

	Daily Schedule

	Daily Schedule  (Fernwood Elementary)

	Information for Group Leaders

	Station Sheets

	FIRST NATIONS PLANT TECHNOLOGY

	MUSEUM

	WOOD

	HISTORY OF PLACE

	Journal Page

	Post Trip Activity

	Additional Information

	Wood Station – Notes from Forest Geneticist, Dr. Jean Brouard

	The Mystery of Cusheon Cove

	GRADES 4 & 5 – MARINE STEWARDSHIP
	Coordinator Notes

	Recommended Resource People

	Relevant Resources

	Pre-trip Preparation

	In the Field

	Post-trip

	Overview for Teachers

	Daily Schedule (Salt Spring & Fulford Elementary)

	Daily Schedule (Fernwood & Phoenix Elementary)

	Information for Group Leaders

	Station Sheets

	FIRST NATIONS MIDDEN

	SEINE NET - LIFE IN THE EELGRASS MEADOW

	INTERTIDAL SUBSTRATE STUDY – CLAMMING IT UP 

	NATURE JOURNALING

	Journal Page

	Post Trip Activity

	Additional Information

	Reflections on a First Nations Midden, by archaeologist Kim Kornbacher

	Bamfield Marine Science Centre Beach Seining Practices 

	GRADES 6 & 7 – GARRY OAK ECOSYSTEM STEWARDSHIP
	Coordinator Notes

	Recommended Resource People

	Pre-Trip Preparation

	In the Field

	Post-trip

	Overview for Teachers

	Plant ID Card 

	Daily Schedule

	Information For Group Leaders

	Station Sheets

	INVASIVE SPECIES

	RESTORATION

	WILDLIFE TREES

	PLANT IDENTIFICATION

	Journal Page

	Post Trip Activity

	Activities and Additional Information

	GRADES 6 & 7 – WATER STEWARDSHIP
	Coordinator Notes

	Recommended Resource People

	Relevant Resources

	Pre-Trip Preparation

	In the Field

	Post-trip

	Overview for Teachers

	Daily Schedule

	Information for Group Leaders

	Station Sheets

	CREEK BIOME – BIOME DU RUISSEAU

	FOREST/POND BIOME – BIOME DE LA FORÊT ET LA MARE

	FOREST/POND BIOME – ALTERNATE PROGRAM

	MARSH BIOME – BIOME DU MARÉCAGE

	POND BIOME – BIOME DE L’ÉTANG (POND INVERTEBRATE STATION)

	Journal Page

	Post Trip Activity

	Activities and Additional Information

	Notes on Pond Invertebrates

	Aquatic Invertebrates Dichotomous Key (compiled by Robert Sharp)

	GRADE 8 – PLANET OCEAN STEWARDSHIP
	Coordinator Notes

	Recommended Resource People

	Relevant Resources 

	Pre-trip Preparation 

	Post-Trip

	Overview for Teachers

	Letter to Parents

	Seassion 1:  
Water as a System 
	Defining Water Quality Parameters

	Protocols for Water Quality Measurements

	Session 2:  Field Sampling

	Session 3:  Observations of Marine Plankton and Freshwater Macro-Invertebrates

	Session 4:  A Systematic View of Planet Ocean

	Journal Page

	ALTERNATE PAST PROGRAM
	GRADES 4 & 5 – GARRY OAK ECOSYSTEM STEWARDSHIP
	Age of Young Trees 

	Burnt Tree

	Camas

	First Nations Midden

	Invertebrates

	Moss

	Nurse Log

	Plant ID

	Pond Station

	Silent Walk

	SOIL

	Tree Aging

	Tree Circumference

	Tree Width

	APPENDICES

	Appendix 1:   How to make a field journal

	Appendix 2:   Field Preparedness Equipment List

	Appendix 3:   Inclement Weather Policy

	Appendix 4:   Letter to Teachers

	Appendix 5:   Student Permission

	Appendix 6:   Student Evaluation

	Appendix 7:   Master Equipment List

	Appendix 8:   Ducks Unlimited Ford Lake Access Guidelines

	Appendix 9:   Government of British Columbia, Ministry of Education’s, Environmental Learning and Experience Policy (2006)




