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Salt Spring’s Newest Nature Reserve CONSERVANCY

The Salt Spring Island Conservancy has a wonderful opportunity to acquire 320 acres (129 ha) of
ecologically valuable land and protect it forever as a nature reserve. This beautifully forested property
on Musgrave Road, in the southwest region of Salt Spring Island, is our largest conservation project so
far. The land adjoins the CRD Mill Farm Regional Park Reserve and will become the southern end of
nearly 6000 acres of continuous greenbelt running half the length of Salt Spring (see map, below).

Throughout 2010, we worked behind the scenes on the project, including obtaining funds from granting
organization and private donors. In December, we put out a public appeal for help with the remaining
balance. With the generous support of donors and funders, listed below, we have now secured all of the
funds required to complete this $2.6 million project.

Why this project is so important:

The land is forested and features a 4-acre lake,
streams and many small wetlands. About half of the
land is in the rarest Coastal Douglas-fir ecosystem in
the province, which the BC Conservation Data
Centre rates as ‘Imperiled’. The other half of the land
is in a dry Coastal Western Hemlock ecosystem,
which has a similar conservation status. So far 9
species at risk have been found on the property.

What we will do with the land:

The land will become a nature reserve, open to the
public for recreational hiking on trails that will be
established. Trails through the property may link up
with trails on adjoining parcels as part of a trail
network on Salt Spring.

Some immediate cleanup will be required to remove
derelict vehicles and other debris. The funding for the
project includes a permanent endowment fund of
$308,000 established to fund the long-term
management costs of the land.
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Project Partners

The landowner of 20 years wants to see the land protected and is donating a portion of the value of the
land to the SSI Conservancy under the Canada Ecological Gifts Program.

Major funding has been confirmed from the Nature Conservancy of Canada though their federally
funded Natural Areas Conservation Program and from the Shaw Communications Quarterly Grants
program. Other key partners are BC Nature Federation (from a bequest), the Islands Trust Fund and
many, very generous private donors.

This project would not have been possible without the support from the Habitat Conservation Trust

Fund and the Government of Canada’s Habitat Stewardship Program for Species at Risk, both of which
provided funding for staff time required throughout the year of work to bring the project to completion.
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About the Salt Spring Island Conservancy

The SSI Conservancy is a non-profit organization, established in 1995 to help the community preserve
natural habitats on Salt Spring Island. Since 1995, we have contributed to successful campaigns to
protect over 2,600 acres of land on the island. We own 240 acres of nature reserves and hold
conservation covenants on 754 acres. Through our Habitat Stewardship Program, we work with
landowners to help them manage wildlife habitat on their land. We organize monthly talks for the public
and our award-winning Stewards in Training school program provides nature education for 700 school
children every year.

Learn more about us at: www.saltspringconservancy.ca
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Conservation In Action
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